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OVERVIEW

ʳHistory of Town Forests in 

VT

ʳWhy Manage?

ʳMaking a Plan.

Irmplementation

ʳFollow-up/Follow Through



Early Vermont Forest History

ʳ Peak of ~80% deforestation around 

1850, mostly for sheep pasture.

ʳ Loss of many species of wildlife. 

ʳ Wide-spread environmental 

degradation. 



Early Town Forests
ʳ Following the landscape-level effects of extractive land uses of 1800õs, movement 

towards public lands began in late 1800õs --early 1900õs. 

ʳ In 1915 Vermont passed legislation enabling municipalities to acquire properties for 

the purpose of forest management. 

ð The statute describes municipal forests as being:

òa tract of land primarily devoted to producing wood products, maintaining wildlife 

habitat, protecting water supplies, providing forest recreation and conservation 

education.ó 

ʳ State would pay a portion of the reforestation and acquisition costs for new Town 

Forests.

ʳ Early statutes give the Commissioner of FPR some advisory and management 

authority over Town Forests.Ability to access FPR foresters (County Foresters, 

Municipal Foresters), at no charge influenced active management on these lands.



Town Forests in 
Vermont Today

ʳ òTown Forestó is any forested land that a town owns.

ʳ Designation no longer entitles a town to additional 
benefits. 

ʳ Community Forests, Municipal Forests, Town Forests, 
Natural Areas, Conservation Areas, Country Parks in 
168+ Towns of Vermont.

ʳ Many newer Town Forests have conservation 
easements ---acquired in partnership with 
conservation organizations and grants from a variety 
of sources.

ʳ Managed for a variety of uses, usually based on the 
specific features of the property and the desires of 
the community. 

ʳ The allowed uses, and the interaction between them, 
may be intentional or have developed over time 
independent of formal review. 



THE ROAD TO ACTIVE 
FOREST MANAGEMENT

PART I:

WHY MANAGE?



Why 
Manage?

To improve the health and function of the forest in some way;

To improve the usage of the forest for recreation or some other use;

To provide wildlife habitat conditions underrepresented across the 
landscape;

To address a threat (invasive plants, climate change, EAB);

To generate income to be used for a conservation purpose (road/trail 
building or stabilization, invasive species management, timber stand 
improvement, access or educational infrastructure) or resources for a 
town project;

To demonstrate how to do all the above things in a responsible way.



Habitat, Forest Health and 
Threats

ʳ Modern forest management can actively create 

forests which are more diverse, more closely 

resemble òold growthó and feature habitat 

conditions which are uncommon across the 

landscape;

ʳ Active management can also provide a proactive 

response to issues that threaten forest health, 

like EAB (and other pests and pathogens) and 

climate change;


